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DIRECTOR'S ORDER 

Re: Director'• Order for Facial Coverings in Butler, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Huron, 
Montgomery, and Trumbull Counties in Level 3 Public Health Advisory 

I, Lance D. Himes, Interim Director of the Ohio Department of Health (ODH), pursuant to the authority 
granted to me in R.C. 3701.13 to ''make special orders ... for preventing the spread of contagious or 
infectious diseases" Order the following to prevent the spread of COVID-19 into the State of Ohio: 

1. Preamble: As the spread of COVID-19 accelerates in Ohio, the Department of Health
supplemented existing statewide Orders with a system of further guidance to protect Ohioans. The
counties of Butler, Cuyahoga, Franklin, Hamilton, Huron, Montgomery, and Trumbull have each
triggered four or more of the key indicators in the Ohio Public Health Advisory System. Each of
the counties has a Level 3 advisory. This reveals that each county is experiencing a very high
exposure and spread of COVID-19. Immediate action is necessary to mitigate the danger that this
presents to the residents of these counties. Therefore, to mitigate the spread of COVID-19 in these
counties, I Order all residents to wear facial coverings (masks) in accordance with the requirements
set forth in Section 7 of this order.

2. Public Health Advisory System. The Ohio Public Health Advisory System was established to
increase the information available to Ohioans about their COVID-19 risk at the county level. Ten
key indicators across five data categories will be used to assess a community's COVID-19 risk.
These key indicators are to be analyzed regularly by the Ohio Department of Health to look for
changes. The five data categories and ten key indicators are:

Data Catee.oo Kev Indicaton 
Cases • New cases per capita

• Sustained increases in new cases
• Proportion of cases not in congregate setting

Symptoms • Sustained increase in Emergency Deparbnent (ED) visits for
COVID-like illness

• Sustained increase in outpatient visits for COVID-like illness

Hospitalizations • Sustained increase in new COVID hospital admissions
• Intensive Care Unit (ICU) bed occupancy

Contact Tracing • Rate of new cases from contacts of known cases (still under
development)

Testing • Tests per capita (still under development)






















